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Tariff
increases
rejected

YOUR
HEALTH
Malaria
Malaria can be fatal. The
following information will
help you safeguard yourself
from the disease, especially
when travelling to a high-risk
malaria area.
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What is malaria
The Anopheline mosquito is
the carrier which transmits
the malaria parasite,
Plasmodium, from human
host to host. The mosquito
sucks blood from an
infected human being. When
the infected mosquito
obtains a second blood
meal, saliva containing the
malaria parasite is injected
into the blood stream, so
infecting a new host.

ABOVE: A citizens reads over
a draft budget overview at the
Bhambayi meeting
LEFT: Adrian Peters, Head of
Engineering, gives a
presentation on the draft
budget
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Increases to meet all needs

Clermont: absent
councillors get stick

municipality would have
enough money to meet the
needs of all its people.
He gave an example of
some of the budget
challenges: “We need to
replace old pipes made of
asbestos with new pipes.
Others are leaking and some
are threatening to burst
resulting in the municipality,
losing thousands of rand in
water,” said Peters.
Residents complained that
the meeting venue had been
changed a day before the
hearing. This, they said,
explained the poor
attendance by residents.

Cllr Sipho Kaunda said
transport to the new venue
had been made available at
the original venue.
“We made sure there was
someone at the Redfern Hall
to transport those who
wished to attend the hearing.
Cllr Kaunda said it was
important the people
attended the hearings:
“These hearings are aimed
at giving people the chance
to raise concerns. These
would be taken into
consideration when council
makes their decision on the
budget.”
makhutlen@durban.gov.za

Unemployment a big problem
“You (council
representatives) have
highlighted in your
presentation of the city’s
draft budget that one of the
city’s major problems is
unemployment.
“If poverty is a major
problem, how then can tariff
increases rise up to three
times higher than that of
inflation?” asked Archie

Pillay, of Ward 71.
Shunnon Tulsiram, the
city’s Head of Economic
Development and Markets,
and Executive Committee
member and Chairman of
the city’s Infrastructure
Committee, Cllr Visvin Reddy
led the meeting, with the
support of officials and
councillors.
naidoothrusha@durban.gov.za

Few attend Central and Umlazi meetings
KEN MCHUNU
THE city’s efforts to engage
with residents of Umlazi and
central Durban over the
budget came to nought,
owing to an poor turnout by
residents.
Speaking to a room of
council officials and barely

five community members,
instead of the throng
expected from Umlazi’s 13
wards, Cllr Nomvuzo Shabalala, a member of the council’s Executive Committee,
said the poor turnout showed
that
the
community
neglected serious issues.
She expressed her disa-

ppointment in residents’ disregard for a people-centred
governance system that
eThekwini had strived to
maintain.
Shabalala urged the municipality to improve publicity
before public meetings to
ensure better attendance.
The meeting, she said,

would have taught the community how the city allocated
monies to its departments.
She said this would have
been an ideal opportunity for
residents to lodge complaints
and make suggestions about
how the budget could be
directed to meet their needs.
On the other side of town,

Eric Apelgren, Head of the
city’s International Relations
Unit, echoed Cllr Shabalala’s
statements.
Apelgren was to present the
draft budget to residents of 15
central wards but the City
Hall meeting was cancalled
because of poor attendance.
MchunuK@durban.gov.za

Affected areas
In South Africa there are
areas where malaria is
endemic (where it always
occurs) and epidemic (where
it occurs sporadically). The
endemic malaria areas lie in
the Eastern Lowveld and in
Northern Zululand.
Malaria transmission is
usually at it’s maximum
from September to April and
minimum from May to
August. It can be carried into
low-risk areas by vehicles
and public transport
You cannot get malaria:
From sitting next to an
infected person, using the
same utensils as an
infected person, touching
infected people and from all
mosquitoes.
You can only get malaria:
From an infected Anopheline
mosquito when it bites you.
Signs and symptoms
Flu-like symptoms such as
fever, headaches and
muscular pains after visiting
a high risk area without
precautions. Untreated,
malaria can damage the
kidney and liver systems or
other bodily functions.
In its most severe form, it
may cause a cerebral
infection, which can be fatal.
Prevention
Living and sleeping
accommodation should be
sprayed with insecticide.
Use insect or mosquito
repellents for exposed skin.
Sleep under nets which have
been pre-treated with a
recommended insecticide.
Before you travel to a highrisk area, get advice and
medication from your travel
clinic or pharmacy.
What’s being done at a
community level
The ditching of streams and
watercourses to destroy
mosquito breeding sites.
Treating stagnant waters;
surveillance at sampling
sites to monitor the
importation and breeding of
mosquitoes; improving
stormwater drainage; and
disseminating health
information.
For more information, call
your local clinic or call
031 311 3555.
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