NOTES
It has been thirteen years’ since Mr Al Gore released his pivotal movie
“An Inconvenient Truth” in 2006. The world is a different place now. Not
only are we recording substantially more evidence of climate change
happening now, but the political and economic global space is vastly
different.
Since Mr Gore’s documentary, the global negotiating process, known as
the Conference of the Parties, has resulted in the achievement of the
Paris Agreement. Durban played its own small part when the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change visited our city in
2011. At COP17 the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action laid the
foundation for the Paris Agreement. Durban also used its hosting of
COP17 as the catalyst for the establishment of a global advocacy
platform for climate change adaptation at the city level. The resulting
Durban Adaptation Charter today focuses on implementing climate
change action in its partner cities and developing practitioner capacity.
In November 2013, the DAC Secretariat met with Mr Gore in
Washington, and this meeting paved the way for the Climate Reality
Project to collaborate with Durban, and ICLEI Local Governments for
Sustainability Africa, to co-host the First DAC Southern African Regional
Workshop. I would like to express my gratitude to Mr Gore and the
Climate Reality Project for the climate change communication training
they provided. Since 2006, the Climate Reality Project have done a
massive amount of global work to stimulate climate change action in
cities, and for this, we are thankful.

It is extremely important that the political momentum that was achieved
during COP21 is not lost. This is notwithstanding the recent political
decision of the United States of America to withdraw from the Paris
Agreement. As Vice-Chair of the C40, I added my voice, and Durban’s
commitment, to playing our part in fulfilling South Africa’s Nationally
Determined Contributions in the Paris Agreement. With the recent run of
record global average annual temperatures, and a clear message from
scientists about the human cause of climate change, as well as the
urgent need for action, it is clear that we have a narrow window of
opportunity to act. It is imperative that we provide political support for
urgent and effective global climate change action.
Economically, the world is a very different space today than it was in
2006. Since then, we’ve had the great recession which has impacted
emerging economies who rely on commodity prices for their economic
development. South Africa has been no different and with an economy
that is projected to grow by just 1% this annum, it is clear that funding
climate change initiatives will be a challenge. For this reason, it is
important to engage with international funding organisations, like the
Green Climate Fund, and to tie our development needs as a city of the
Global South to the Paris Agreement. Cities of the Global South will need
to transform their development towards low carbon emissions pathways
whilst adapting to the projected impacts of climate change.
In Durban we place our most vulnerable communities and our natural
infrastructure at the centre of our adaptation efforts. We call this
approach Community Ecosystem-Based Adaptation, or CEBA. We have a
number of innovative projects where vulnerable community members
are provided with employment opportunities to manage Durban’s

ecosystems. These ecosystems, within the Durban Metropolitan Open
Space System, provide protection from extreme weather events, whilst
the employment opportunities provide relief from poverty. It is one of
the ways Durban is engaging with the green economy.
The mitigation and adaptation-focussed work of the City is coordinated
through the Durban Climate Change Strategy. I’m sure Mr Mbhele, Head
of the Development, Planning, Environment and Management Unit will
tell you a little more about the strategy next. I would like to emphasise
the importance of using platforms like the Strategy to engage with
international organisations, like C40, to leverage the opportunities
associated with climate change. Never before have we faced such a
severe global threat to our continued existence. Equally true, however,
is the unique opportunity afforded by this crisis, and the momentum that
has been created by the global climate negotiating process.
While Mr Gore’s movie in 2006 may have focussed on convincing a very
sceptical majority about the reality of climate change, we now see a
shift in focus. Now we are compelled to urgently act, and never before
has the economic climate been so ready for action. With renewable
energy outcompeting fossil fuel and nuclear options, and with our
abundant energy resources in South Africa, it hard to imagine a future
economy that is not based on renewable energy. Here, in Durban, we
will certainly be working towards securing our low carbon emissions
development pathway and adapting to climate change, and using this
action as a means to reduce poverty, inequality and vulnerability.
Thank you.

