Welcoming remarks by Her Worship, the Mayor of eThekwini Municipality, Councillor
Zandile Gumede

Programme Director, Thobe Ndlovu
MEC of Finance, Hon Belinda Scott,
HOD of Finance, Mr Magagula,
Panellists,
Distinguished guests,
All protocol observed,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Sanibonani,
I would like to take this opportunity and welcome you to this wonderful programme. I hope
this session will be able to assist in order to achieve our goals as the government of the
ANC. The amended Preferential Procurement Policy Framework Act of 2000 (PPPFA) has
been aligned with the socio-economic goals laid out by the Constitution regarding BroadBased Black Economic Empowerment. At this stage we are still talking about 30 % but we
must move with speed towards 50 % stake.
We have achieved political freedom but what we want is Economic Freedom in our lifetime.
We must fully implement the Freedom Charter which was adopted by people from all walks
of lives as this ANC led government.
Twenty two years into our freedom and democracy, the majority of black people are still
economically disempowered. They are dissatisfied with the status quo, this is the reason we
want to dedicate this term of office in radical economic transformation.
President Jacob Zuma has called on all of us to move from making statements regarding
radical economic transformation and to start with practical programmes. President Zuma
said that the role of the state in the economy is to drive transformation. This is the reason
we are implementing radical economic transformation framework that will give
opportunities to youth, women, disabled, military veterans and rural communities
Programme director,
The level of poverty, rate of service delivery, disruption of projects in communities and a
slow pace of economic transformation has always been a concern for us. These, in the main,
are caused by lack of meaningful participation of our people in the economic mainstream
and it is about to change. This new framework will ensure inclusion of citizens in projects
that are taking place at ward level, resulting in the improvement of economic and social
well-being of the poor communities.

We are accelerating our interventions to achieve economic emancipation and equality for
the majority of our citizens.
Non-availability of skills, high unemployment rate, poverty and inequality remains a major
concern for economic growth. This then demands that we strengthen our partnership with
various institutions to promote innovation and identify sectors that have a potential to
accelerated economic growth.
Through adequate skilling, mentoring and empowerment, our citizens will be able to access
opportunities in the sectors that are mainly dominated by the minority. This move will
address socio-economic challenges in their area by creating decent employment and greater
economic inclusion.
Constraints to new entrants in key projects executed by the City will be unblocked, through
the provision of adequate support to ensure small businesses are able to compete with big
businesses in the mainstream economy. That is why the radical economic transformation
framework will provide invaluable platform for merging and established businesses to
network and build viable relationships leading to a sustainable economy.
This radical transformation is inevitable through better coordinated land use management
and spatial development. That is why we need to invest on strategic infrastructure
development to ensure a new built environment and that inclusive spatial landscape
emerges. By this we are improving the living standard and quality life for the citizens of
eThekwini.
As the caring Municipality, we will ensure the effectiveness of this Framework, the City
leadership will work with various sectors to provide expertise for the development of new
businesses that will create necessary employment and meaningful growth of the City’s
economy. In turn, this will gives our local businesses a potential growth to globally
competitive businesses which will in turn attract more investors.
It is the intention of this Framework to deepen the Municipality’s effort to transform the
economy of the City
With those few words, I thank you.

